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GREG HEMMING’S WINNING FILM, 
‘PAPIKATUK’, is a poignant and beautiful 
account of the effects of climate change and 
cultural transformation in a small community in 
the Canadian Arctic region of Nunavik.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THE PARTICULAR 
ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND WHAT 
MESSAGE DO YOU HOPE YOUR FILM 
CONVEYS?
“There is no place on earth that is experiencing 
change more than the arctic. Not only is the 
permafrost and sea ice melting as a result of 
climate change, the traditional ways of life, 
politics, religion, culture and food are all in major 
flux. The Inuit way of life even 10 years ago has a 
very different face today. When I saw this year’s 
theme for the award, it was an obvious fit. The 
Inuit are members of the Commonwealth. They 
are also a community whose stories are rarely 
told.” 
 
WHAT DOES WINNING THE VISION AWARDS  
MEAN TO YOU? 
“This award proves to me that my films do have 
the ability to tell stories to the world. The fact that 
there are 53 Commonwealth countries, and over 
200 films submitted, humbled me. 

If there were no programs like the Vision Awards 
to support and recognize young film-makers, it 
would be more difficult for young filmmakers to 
get their name known, and their films seen on a 
global level. These recognitions are crucial in the 
professional development of any artist.”

POOJA POTTENKULAM OF INDIA/UK AND 
AMBJORN ELDER OF UK/SWEDEN RECEIVED 
THE HIGHLY COMMENDED PRIZE, for their 
joint entry in the competition. 

The pair’s film, ‘The Boy Who Spoke Moomoo’, 
is an animated and allegorical story illustrating 
the growing number of world languages that are 
hovering on the brink of extinction.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THE PARTICULAR 
ISSUE OF DISAPPEARING LANGUAGES?
Pooja: “Once we hit on the idea of language, 
the question set by the competition became a 
lot more interesting. We did some research into 
disappearing languages and discovered so many 
fascinating facts. For example, there are now 
around 7,000 languages that are only spoken by 
a few people in the world. If these languages 
are lost, a whole culture also disappears. It is 
important to tell this story.”

To watch the two winning films and find out  
more about next year’s competition go to  
www.thercs.org/society/192 

Koshika Sandrasagra, the daughter of 
Manik Sandrasagra, Sri Lanka’s most celebrated 
cultural guru and environmental maverick, says 
“Stephen’s work is brave, incandescent and 
contains that rare subtlety that lends beauty to 
the most deceptively simple images. The soft 
light that bathes a paddy field illuminates the face 
of a grandmother holding her grandchild close. 
Through mystical landscapes, ancient forests and 
winding waterways, the pictures gently radiate 
warmth. The golden twilight, the hectic clouds 
spread across dawn skies – articulated 

in the subtle shading of black and white – 
are, for me, the essence of Sri Lanka.” Manik 
Sandrasagra died in 2008. He had been a close 
friend of Stephen Champion for over 20 years. 
‘Dharmadeepa’ is dedicated to him.

Stephen Champion’s photos of Sri Lanka 
are internationally renowned. A collection  
of images from his latest book, Dharmadeepa’, 
will be exhibited at the RCS from  
8th Sep-9th Oct 2009. A Private View 
will be held on 16th September at 6.30pm.  
Visit www.stephenchampion.org. 

ONCE ADMIRED AS A LAND OF BALANCE, SRI LANKA HAS BEEN WRACKED 
BY YEARS OF VIOLENCE, CIVIL UNREST AND POLITICAL UPHEAVAL. IN 
‘DHARMADEEPA’, STEPHEN CHAMPION, BETTER KNOWN FOR HIS IMAGES 
OF CONFLICT IN ‘SRI LANKA WAR STORIES’, DEPICTS OASES OF PEACE 
IN THIS OFTEN TROUBLED LAND. HE CAPTURES LIFE IN RURAL VILLAGES 
WHERE, AGAINST ALL THE ODDS, THE ART OF LIVING SIMPLY IN PEACEFUL 
CO-EXISTENCE HAS BEEN PRESERVED. THE IMAGES, STEPHEN SAYS, “FOCUS 
ON THE TIMELESS CYCLE OF NATURE AND AN ALMOST FORGOTTEN WAY 
OF BEING IN AN EVER SHIFTING AND CHAOTIC MODERN LANDSCAPE.”

 FINDING PEACE ON  
A TROUBLED ISLAND 

GREG HEMMINGS, A YOUNG CANADIAN FILM-MAKER, WON FIRST PRIZE 
IN THIS YEAR’S COMMONWEALTH VISION AWARDS AT A CEREMONY 
HELD AT THE RCS IN JUNE. 
THE AWARDS, RUN BY THE RCS AND OPEN TO FILMMAKERS UNDER 35 
ACROSS THE 53 MEMBER STATES OF THE COMMONWEALTH, ARE NOW 
IN THEIR EIGHTH YEAR. THIS YEAR’S ENTRANTS WERE ASKED TO MAKE 
A SHORT FILM RESPONDING TO THE THEME, ‘GLOBAL CHALLENGES AND 
THE NEW GENERATION’. 
AFTER THE GALA AWARDS CEREMONY, HOSTED BY GUEST OF HONOUR 
ACADEMY AWARD WINNING DIRECTOR, LORD DAVID PUTTNAM, WE 
SPOKE TO THE WINNER AND RUNNERS-UP ABOUT THEIR FILMS…
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
DISAPPEARING LANGUAGES…

“NOT MANY FILM COMPETITIONS CAN 
BOAST FINALISTS FROM CANADA, INDIA, 
SOUTH AFRICA, UGANDA AND UK – A 
TESTAMENT TO THE DIVERSITY OF THE 
MODERN COMMONWEALTH.” 
DANNY SRISKANDARAJAH,  
DIRECTOR OF THE RCS.

“THIS INNOVATIVE AWARD ENCOURAGES 
TALENT ACROSS THE COMMONWEALTH, 
WITH THEMES THAT PROVOKE AND 
STIMULATE CREATIVE FILMS AND TO 
DATE, HAVE HELPED CONVEY THE 
COMMONWEALTH MESSAGE IN AN EXCITING 
AND IMAGINATIVE WAY.”
ACADEMY AWARD WINNING DIRECTOR, 
LORD DAVID PUTTNAM
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